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To be the man the Lord wants you to be, you must make sure your life priorities are life.  When 
writing to his son, King Solomon said, “Complete your outdoor work, and prepare your field; 

afterward, build your house” (Proverbs 24:27).  Israel’s king knew that proper priorities are 
necessary for strength, security, and success in life.  With a right focus on what mattered most, 
his son would struggle.

	 It seems many Christian men struggle in this area.  In our twenty-first century world, we 
are constantly bombarded with the white noise of busy activity.  Causes, agendas, and events 
regularly compete for our attention.  The culture around us tells us that we need exercise, 
vacation time, certain forms of entertainment, more and more of the latest gadgets and 
commodities the world offers.  

	 We often feel pressured that we need to be a part of everything.  Proper priorities are 
sometimes sacrificed because of the fear of missing out on something.  Even our kids and 
grandkids are sucked into this dizzying whirlwind of activity.  If they don’t compete and 
participate in the latest fads, we are made to feel like they are missing out on life’s best.

	 I’m convinced that the matter of priorities is one of the most important issues facing 
men today.  If we don’t get our proverbial houses in order when it comes to this topic, we are 
almost certain to struggle spiritually.  Our homes, families, and churches will suffer because of 
our negligence.  Let’s consider this important issue by looking at several topics related to it.


THE BIBLE AND PRIORITIES 
For many Christians, talk of priorities doesn’t seem spiritual.  They understand important 
biblical themes, and they have a solid grasp of the gospel, but they’ve never given much 
consideration to the place of priorities in their lives.  The thoughtful articulation and pursuit of 
what’s most important in life is something they’ve ever considered.

	 It is worth noting that the Bible continually espouses the pursuit of godly priorities.  
Sure, the word “priority” may never appear in Scripture.  However, concepts related to the 
word are seen over and over again in God’s Word.  Consider Joshua’s bold profession after 
Israel had conquered Canaan.  He said, “But if it doesn’t please you to worship the Lord, 
choose for yourselves today: Which will you worship—the gods your ancestors worshiped 
beyond the Euphrates River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living? As for 
me and my family, we will worship the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). Joshua clearly understood that 
God’s people needed to make the worship of the Lord a priority within their homes.  Priorities 
matter!


Jesus and Priorities 
Jesus Himself placed value on priorities.  He said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also” (Matthew 6:21).  He knew people natural value some things over other things.  It is 
for that reason that He also gave the Great Commandment, saying, “Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the greatest and most 
important command.  The second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 
22:37-39).

	 Let no one say that the identification of priorities is not a Scriptural matter.  Every 
Christian man should no what’s important in life and manage his life to pursue what’s 
important.  A negligence in regard to priorities can lead to disastrous results for your spiritual 
life, your family, and your career. 

	 Priorities are perhaps more important than ever because of the fast-paced, busy nature 
of modern society.  Men are continually inundated with a seemingly innumerable amount of 
requests, invitations, and opportunities that vie for their time.  There are more channels on TV, 
more forms of entertainment, and more types of hobbies than there were just a few years ago. 



Being choosy and selective is a skill that must be developed if one wants to stay spiritually 
focused.


The Devil Deals in Distractions 
In all of this, it is worth remembering that the Devil loves to deal in distractions.  He doesn’t 
need to get a man to fall into sexual immorality in order to render him useless for God’s 
kingdom.  Often times he only needs to get a man distracted.  Such was his tactic with Adam 
and Eve in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:1-7), and such was his aim in his attempts to coax 
Jesus into sin (Matthew 4:1-11).

	 Satan’s well-tried strategies haven’t changed much.  He loves to get men off track, 
chasing fantasies that never pan out or pay off.  For Christian men to be the men God wants 
them to be, focus is needed.  We must be aware of the enemy’s tactics, and we must strength 
our resolve to both identify and pursue what’s really important in life.  If we don’t, our families 
will suffer and our churches will become weak.  In addition, we will personally experience the 
pain, regret, and loss that comes from lives centered on things that really aren’t that important.


THE POWER OF PRIORITIES 
The word “priority” is an interesting one.  Studying its meaning can bring insight into what’s 
involved in being a man of priority.  The term was derived from a Latin word that meant “first.”  
A priority was something of great importance.  It was what mattered most.   
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	 You get the idea.  Your priorities are what deserve first place in your life.

	 Again, it is important to stress that the issue of life priorities is highlighted in Scripture.  
Jesus lived by priority.  He said, “For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, 
but the will of him who sent me” (John 6:38).  Jesus modeled a commitment to prioritizing, but 
he mandate such a commitment for His disciples as well.  In instructing the Twelve, He warned 
them against getting caught up in the rat race of life.  He wanted them to be on guard against a 
frantic, out-of-control lifestyle in which one obsesses about material possessions and 
provisions.  Instead of living for food and clothing, His disciples were to make Christ’s kingdom 
first.  Jesus told them, “But seek first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be provided for you” (Matthew 6:33).

	 The word translated “seek” in Matthew’s gospel was one that spoke of an arduous 
endeavor.  It implied a level of earnestness in trying to obtain a person or thing.   In some 2

circumstances, it hinted at anxiety.  The idea was of a zealous and intense pursuit of a goal, 
one that exacted a mental and physical toll on a person.

	 For Jesus, disciples are called to expend their energy primarily on things related to His 
“kingdom.”  That is, they are to live for things related to His Word, His will, and HIs ways.  Their 
foremost concerns are to be Christ’s foremost concerns.  His glory and dominion over the 
Earth are to be their main desires.

	 According to Jesus, when we put Him first, “all” the other “things” of life “will be 
provided for” us.  The mundane things like food and clothing will seemingly take care of 
themselves.  We will have no need to worry about the necessities of life (Matthew 6:31).  Our 
Heavenly Father will take care of them for us.

	 Jesus’ instruction highlighted the power of priorities.  When we get ourselves right in 
this matter, most all other matters of life will fall into place.  If we take care of the first things 
first, the secondary and tertiary things of life will usually be fine.  Spinning our wheels and 
obsessing over little things will wear us out.  
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	 Identifying and pursuing the “first” things of life is a key to spiritual strength and 
success.  The problem for many is that they don’t know what their priorities should be.  Life 
seems like a smorgasbord buffet of endless options.  It’s hard to know what is important.  
When everything is a priority, nothing is.  In our next section, we will consider that subject.  For 
now, know this — priorities matter.  Jesus Himself taught that you should prioritize and make 
certain things “first” in your life!  When you do, you will experience the powerful provision of 
God.


MY BIBLICAL PRIORITIES 
When we study Scripture, we discover that it gives us ample guidance concerning priorities.  
We never really need to wonder concerning God’s will for our lives.  He has clearly outlined 
certain roles and responsibilities for men.  Sure, there are details concerning His will that will 
require great amounts of prayer and soul searching.  However, we can stand confident that a 
few high-level priorities are expected of all Christian men.  Allow me to emphasize four.


My Walk with the Lord 
A man’s personal relationship with the Lord should be his first and foremost priority.  All other 
priorities are secondary in a sense.  There may be exceptions to this rule.  I’ll talk about that 
later.  For now, know this — your walk with God should be your number one priority.  If you are 
negligent in this regard, all other priorities will suffer.  They will lack the fresh power, peace, and 
provision of God’s presence.

	 Enoch is an example for us in this regard.  The book of Genesis says, “Enoch walked 
with God; then he was not there because God took him” (Genesis 5:24).  Paul used the 
metaphor of walking to call all Christians to a similar commitment to the one Enoch embraced.  
He said, “Therefore I, the prisoner in the Lord, urge you to walk worthy of the calling you have 
received” (Ephesians 4:1).  The act of walking — moving by putting one foot in front of another 
— is a powerful picture of the Christian life.  Everything we do, every step we take, is to be 
lived with an ongoing awareness of the Lord’s realities.

	 A walk with God starts with the daily discipline of spending time with God by praying 
and reading His Word.  It continues with allowing what we learn during that time to have 
bearing on our other priorities.  Ultimately, walking with God involves an ongoing frame of mind 
in which one is continually conscious of the will ways of the Lord.  The presence and precepts 
of God are infused into everything a man does.

	 

My Family 
It should go without saying that the home is of utmost importance for Christian men.  However, 
many fail to practically make their families a matter of priority.  They have little time for 
meaningful engagement.  The hurry and hustle of twenty-first century life keeps them 
distracted.  Husbands and wives seem like little more than strangers living in the same home.  
Children are busier than ever, immersed in a flurry of activities.  Families may spend a lot of 
time together, but meaningful emotional bonding is often a thing of the past.

	 Sadly, such a synopsis isn’t just a depiction of non-Christian men.  It is a 
characterization of Christian men as well.  Those who profess Christ are just as susceptible to 
the distractions of the Devil.  Many Christian women don’t experience the love they are due 
and many Christian children are lacking the leadership they need.  The reason?  Many Christian 
men are laying down on the job.  They are not fulfilling their biblical responsibilities.

	 The Bible contains a picturesque verse that speaks powerfully concerning this issue.  In 
Proverbs 27:8, Solomon gave instruction to his son concerning a man’s duty to his family.  He 
said, “Anyone wandering from his home is like a bird wandering from its nest.”  The King 
James Version renders the verse: “As a bird that wandereth from her nest, so is a man that 
wandereth from his place.”  The metaphor of the verse was intended to convey the great harm 
that comes when men neglect their familial duties.




	 Have you ever seen a bird nest that had been abandoned by its mother?  I have.  The 
sight was not a pretty one.  Death is usually the result of such a situation.  Learn the lesson 
from Solomon’s metaphor.  If you don’t make your family a priority, they will suffer.  Put them 
before your work and hobbies.  Make sure you are engaging with them spiritually, emotionally, 
and relationally.


My Work 
Many men get work out of balance.  They seemingly live for their jobs.  I once had an older 
Christian man argue that work is man’s number one priority.  We want to avoid such imbalance.  
At the same time, however, we must recognize the place work has in a man’s life.  Indeed, 
labor is one of man’s foremost priorities.  Shortly after creating the first man and woman, the 
Lord commissioned them to get busy working the land He had created (Genesis 1:28-30).

	 Ever since the Garden of Eden, God has desired that men work.  In fact, Scripture 
contains strong warnings and rebukes for those who refuse to do so (2 Thessalonians 3:10).  
Christian men are to avoid the idolatry of overworking (Proverbs 23:4-5), but they are to also 
stand on guard against the temptation to be negligent in their labor (Proverbs 24:30-34).  Keep 
your career in its proper place.  Work to provide for your family and to glorify God.  Strive to be 
the best you can be in your vocation.  Make your work a priority, but don’t let it become an 
idol.


My Rest and Recreation 
Regular rest is a prerequisite for godly living.  No one can burn the candle at both ends for any 
duration of time without suffering consequences.  Busyness leads to burnout.  Eventually, the 
strain of nonstop activity and work will result in undesired emotional, spiritual, and even 
physical consequences.

	 Many men, even Christian men, seem to not be in tune with these realities.  Some have 
bought into the world’s value system; as a result, they regard rest as an activity for the weak.  It 
is worth remembering that our Lord set an example for us in this regard.  After accomplishing 
all of His creative work at the beginning of time, He set aside time to rest.  Scripture says, “And 
on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day 
from all his work which he had made” (Genesis 2:2).  Why did God rest?  Did He need to?  It 
seems our Lord’s repose was meant to be instructive for us.  Every seven days, we need to hit 
the pause button on life in order to experience refreshment, rejuvenation, and renewal.

	 God’s Law is instructive in this regard.  The fourth commandment tells us, “Remember 
the Sabbath day, to keep it holy” (Exodus 20:8).  The Hebrew word “Sabbath” referred to rest.  
God knows humankind needs regular rest. 

	 Vance Havner was a well-loved preacher of the past.  He was known for commenting 
on the need for rest by saying, “If you don’t come apart, you will come apart!”  His quippy 
remark was based on the King James Version’s rendering of Jesus’ words in Mark 6:31.  After a 
busy season of ministry, our Lord instructed His disciples, saying, “Come ye yourselves apart 
into a desert place, and rest a while.”  We need regular rest.

	 One word of caution should be given here.  Nowadays it seems there is an overreaction 
on the part of many to unhealthy tendencies from the past.  In the name of not wanting to 
overwork, some have taken leisure too far.  In fact, some have become so busy with recreation 
and hobbies that they need rest from such things.  Many families are burned out from the 
pursuit of fun.

	 Remember, rest is about ceasing from activity.  The goal of Sabbath is to restore your 
soul by pressing the pause button on life.  One cannot be renewed when he simply trades one 
busy activity for another.  Make rest a priority and your soul will be strengthened so that you 
can be more faithful in your other priorities.


PUTTING PRIORITIES INTO PRACTICE 



Identifying your priorities is one thing.  Pursuing them faithfully is another matter altogether.  
Anyone can create a list of life priorities or goals.  It takes diligence, patience, and wisdom to 
actually make such things a reality in one’s life.  Let me share a few things I have learned about 
moving priorities from being an aspirational thing to an actualized thing.


Pray about your priorities. 
I have found that prayer is the best place to start.  On my daily prayer list, I have listed out my 
life priorities.  I spend a few minutes praying over them.  I ask the Lord to give me godly 
wisdom and zeal in each area.  I ask Him to kill competing desires in my life.  Such praying, in 
my experience, as done a lot to build zeal in my soul for what is most important.

	 You can do something similar.  Make praying for your priorities a priority.  At one season 
of life, I simply used a portion of my morning commute for this purpose.  I realized a greater 
passion for my priorities was ultimately a spiritual work in my soul, so I prayed and asked God 
for help.  

	 Remember Jesus’ encouragement to His disciples: “Whatever you ask in my name, I 
will do it so that the Father may be glorified in the Son” (John 14:13).  Do you believe your 
priorities are a part of God’s will for your life?  If so, pray about them.  Jesus has promised the 
Lord will answer prayers that are in alignment with His will.  Pray that God would give you 
greater energy, insight, and enthusiasm for the life priorities He has given you.


Actualize your priorities in your schedule. 
Planning is often a helpful companion to prayer.  After you have prayed about your priorities, 
make place for the pursuit of them in your daily schedule.  Remember, the Bible has much to 
say about the benefit of prudent planning.  The Proverbs say, “The plans of the diligent 
certainly lead to profit, but anyone who is reckless certainly becomes poor” (Proverbs 21:5).  
Unless we have a plan for pursuing our priorities, they will be nothing more than empty desires 
and unrealized dreams.

	 I try to follow a daily schedule that gives space for each of my priorities.  My goal is to 
start each day in Bible and devotional reading.  Afterwards I have a time of prayer.  I usually 
drive one or two of my children to school.  I attempt to capitalize on this time, using it for 
bonding and conversation.  Sometimes we even carve out extra time to share breakfast.  

	 Work comes after I drop the kids off at school.  It is my desire to faithfully use every 
minute of my work hours for the work God has given me.  I seek to resist temptations to shave 
time or engage in non-work related items when I’m figuratively on the clock.  It is my conviction 
that a man should be all in and consecrated to whatever work God has given him to do.

	 In the evenings, I make it my aim to focus on my family.  I resist the urge to do extra 
work.  My family needs my attention.  Many nights we set aside time for family devotions and 
worship.  Bonding and communicating with my wife is a priority.  

	 Sure, there are exceptions to this schedule.  Various seasons of life will some time fill 
evenings with different activities.  Emergencies may call me away from the home.  There are 
always exceptions to the rule.  Vacations will take me out of the office at times, and sickness 
can radically change my routine.  Regardless, the goal is consistency.  I try my best to regular 
seek after my main priorities in life through keeping a schedule that gives space and place for 
each.


Communicate your priorities. 
Along with praying and planning, I have found that it is helpful to communicate with those 
closest to me concerning my priorities and my plan for pursuing them.  Doing such helps with 
accountability and encouragement.  My wife, my best friends, and most of my co-workers 
know about my priorities.  Their knowledge in these matters means they have an awareness of 
what’s important to me.  They also have insight into my daily rhythms and schedules.  As a 
result, they are equipped to both respect and support my pursuit of my priorities.




	 If you want to get more serious about your life priorities, tell others about them.  
Confide in your closest family members and friends.  Ask for their support and help.  Enlist 
someone for accountability, if need be.  Going public with your priorities is a great way of 
making them more actualized in your life.


Learn the fine art of saying “no.” 
Good is often the enemy of the best.  Many times are the actualization of our priorities is 
compromised by the continual assault of well-intentioned side pursuits.  To really be people of 
priority, we must learn how to say no.  We have to develop a dogged determination to decline 
invitations to be apart of things that, no matter how noble and interesting they may be, will 
distract us from our main goals in life.

	 Sometimes this will involve saying no to a request to be a part of a wonderful non-profit 
organization.  Other times it may mean we have to decline a phone call.  Guarding our priorities 
might require us to reject invitations to join in on fun outings, to say no to superfluous invites, 
or to give up a cherished hobby.  If you want to be a person of priority, you cannot say yes to 
everything. 


Know that number one sometimes becomes number four. 
Our American culture seems to have an unhealthy fixation with ranking priorities.  We like to list 
them out in a sequential order.  In our mindset, number one is always number one.  It is our 
tendency to be inflexible.  This is good in many ways, but it can become bad.  When life 
becomes hectic, we often beat ourselves up if we find ourselves neglecting any of our “top” 
priorities.

	 It has helped me to realize that number one doesn’t always have to be number one, nor 
should it be.  Sometimes number one needs to become number four.  When crises occur at 
work, it may not be appropriate for me to isolate myself for Bible reading.  If one of my children 
is injured at school, it is fitting that I interrupt important matters at work.

	 I say all this to say there is room for flexibility in priorities.  If you are too rigid you will 
likely get discouraged at some point.  Be flexible.  When you give room for interruptions and 
diversions, you will be more likely to stick with your priorities for the long haul.


A Big Deal 
I’ll never forget an opportunity I once had to help another Christian man.  He had committed a 
serious sin, one that put his marriage in jeopardy.  He asked me to help.  Over a series of 
months, we dug deep into discipleship.  As I probed and looked for reasons behind his failure, I 
came to a clear realization that the man had a problem with priorities.  In fact, I came to the 
conclusion that such was the main reason behind his fall.

	 Sure, his sin was still sin.  He was guilty of not loving the Lord or loving his wife 
appropriately, but his downfall started with misplaced priorities.l He had allowed numerous 
competing desires to take prominence over what was most important.  Busyness with hobbies 
and extracurricular pursuits had made his wife feel unloved.  In turn, she became disrespectful.  
Her coldness prompted him to seek affection in another woman.  In the end, his negligence in 
the area of priorities was the lead domino that caused a collapse in his marriage and family.

	 Never underestimate the importance of priorities.  Make the main things the main 
things.  Keep first things first.  Seek Christ and His kingdom.  Keep your life simple.  Avoid the 
idolatry of busyness.  Pursue godly priorities, and a lot of life will take care of itself.


